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country that realised the cohesion of great industrial
interests, and far from desiring to destroy Germany,
were anxious to work with her. " We may now
observe a war of ideas taking place in France ; on the
one side there are those who demand productive
pledges but whose real aim is to secure the Rhine
frontier; but there are others who are aware that,
after all, France is a member of the community of
world industry in spite of her strong agrarian
bias/'

His speech ought really to have caused a great
sensation in the Reichstag, had it not been the inve-
terate habit of that assembly to cling to the akeady
existing labels, and refuse to consider the possibility of
leaving the accustomed paths of party politics. In
view of the fact that the policy of rapprochement with
France was regarded as a monopoly of the Left, no one
would believe that the chairman of the People's Party
could adopt it. And yet Stresemann's future foreign
policy was akeady contained in his Reichstag speech of
25th November, 1922, which closed with the following
exhortation. " One thing I would especially impress
on the Foreign Minister; in all these matters, direct
your policy towards Paris, grasp the earliest oppor-
tunity of getting into touch with France/* As he
spoke those words, he thought, in common with the
whole Reichstag, that the precarious and interim
Government would not last over the Christmas
holidays, and that he would soon be in a position
himself to carry his policy into practice.

Shortly after the New Year, indeed, the Business
Government which had, in the words of a Social
Democrat speaker, been "greeted with its own